
Three  Bridges Trail

Length: 1¾ mile (2.75km) circular walk 

Level: Easy walk, suitable for all abilities 

Starting point: Riverside Hotel carpark.

Walking upstream go past the hotel and the toilets. Ahead you will see a stone Packhorse Bridge (Ilkley’s Old Bridge) built in 1675 
and used by packhorses to transport goods. Before the bridge was built the river had to be crossed by a ford on a Roman Road.

Fact: The arches on this bridge are really high as the River was susceptible to flooding and previous bridges were swept away.  
The high arches allow the river water to flow through which is important since the River Wharfe has a very short lag time and can 
flood very quickly after heavy rain.

Challenge: Can you see the marks on the side of the bridge to show the flood levels reached by the river at various 
times? Can you see signs on the banks of the river showing how high the river has reached such as debris on the trees?

Question 1: On the side of the bridge what was the date of the highest flood level?

Question 2: How long in miles is The Dales Way walk? 

For pushchair and wheelchair users, take the path to the left to access the bridge. From the top of the steps before turning right and 
crossing the bridge walk to the left where you will see a signboard indicating the start of The Dales Way.

Challenge: Can you find the stone seat where walkers enjoy a last rest before they commence the walk?  Have a 
photo here with your companions.

Fact: The stone bridge is the official start of the walk that follows the River Wharfe through the Yorkshire Dales National Park, 
brushes with the Pennine Way, then goes down Dentdale into Cumbria to cross the River Lune and enter Lakeland, ending 
at Bowness-on-Windermere.

Now cross the bridge, at half way look left to the small hut on the far bank which is the Environment Agency ‘Ilkley Flow Gauging 
Station’, once over turn right past the ‘Narnia’ style lamp and onto the pavement. After a short distance take the sandstone path 
off the pavement to the right and follow this path through a gate way and along the river. On nearing the road bridge, which can 
be seen ahead, the path divides (pushchair and wheelchair users need to turn left here to follow the path up the ramp onto the 
pavement). Walkers can go straight ahead up the steps onto the road bridge.   

Cross the road and go through the gap in the fence, which leads off New Brook Street and go down the ramp, leading down onto 
the Riverside path. Passing the skate park on the left follow the river downstream passing through playing fields where if you look 
left you’ll spot the Ilkley Lido building, built in 1935, and one of only 4 public outdoor swimming pools in Yorkshire.  Eventually you’ll 
emerge onto Denton Road via a gap in the fence at the far end of the field. Turn right here and follow the road for approx 250 yds 
(229m), turning right again to cross the river by the Suspension Bridge. 

Fact: The bridge was built in 1934 by an engineering company from London, David Rodwell & Co, that made wrought iron
and wire rope as well as constructing suspension footbridges. The side nearest Middleton Woods had a gate added to stop
rabbits coming from the woods and crossing over to the allotments to eat the produce. 



Wildlife & Flora
You may be lucky to spot otters, kingfisher or brown 
trout at the Riverside.  

Otters
Otters are from the same family as weasels and are 
carnivores. They have webbed feet and can close 
their nose and ears for swimming underwater. Their 
houses are called ‘Holts’ and are found in a tree root 
system, a hole in a bank or under a pile of rocks.

Kingfisher
Kingfishers eat fish and aquatic insects and build 
nest burrows in the banks of streams and rivers. 
Sadly river pollution has led to a decline in 
kingfisher numbers but keep a look out for a flash of 
blue as a kingfisher flies past.

Brown Trout: The Wharfe is one of the finest 
brown trout rivers in the UK. They are a freshwater 
fish and are brown in colour with darker spots on 
their back and sides and a pale belly. They can live 
up to 20 years, measure in at 40-80cm and can 
weigh up to 15kg. 

They are predators and eat insects, small fish and 
sometimes even voles or mice. Keep a look out for 
them jumping out of the water to catch their prey. 

Once across the bridge turn right and follow the river along the surfaced path upstream on the opposite bank. 
On your right you will see a pebble beach. Did you know Ilkley has just been awarded “bathing river’ status, the first such award in 
the UK. 

Continue upstream passing Ilkley cemetery, some allotments, houses and a row of benches, before eventually 
passing through a tunnel under the road bridge known as Ilkley New Bridge.

Fact: This new bridge was built in Victorian times to allow for a greater number and heavier vehicles to cross the river. Here we 
don’t actually walk over this bridge or directly under it, we access the other side via a tunnel. See if you can spot the Yorkshire 
white rose symbol across the bridge.

Challenge: Does your voice echo in the tunnel?

Emerging out of the tunnel you arrive into Riverside Gardens. Continue by walking straight ahead passing the children’s play area 
and ending back at the Riverside Hotel. 

Well done on finishing the Three Bridges Trail!

Answers

1) December 14th 1935, 2) 82 miles,
 3) the outside of the river, 4) circular, smooth and flat, 5) iron

Challenge: Build a tall tower out of the pebbles on the beach and have a go at skimming stones on the river.

Challenge: Play pooh sticks – drop your sticks on the Ilkley side of the bridge, move across the other side and see 
which one floats past quickest.

Fact: The name ‘Wharfe’ derives from Old English ‘weorf’ and means winding river. It is 65 miles long and joins the River Ouse 
before finally flowing into the North Sea at the Hull estuary.

Question 3: Can you work out which part of the river is flowing the quickest?

Question 4: Which stones are the best for skimming?   

Question 5: What material do you think this bridge is made of? 

For more information on activities and events in Ilkley go to www.discoverilkley.co.uk
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